

. • Bed 

Your difhonout 

Mangles true judgment, and bereaves the (rate 
Of that integrity, which fliould become it. Shakefp. Corio!. 
Wicherly was of my opinion, or, rather, I of his : for it be- 
comes me fo to (peak of fo excellent a poat. Dryd. Dufr. Pref. 

He utterly rejciSted their fables concerning their gods, as not 
becoming good men, much lefs thofc which were worfhipped 
for gods. _ _ Stillingfl. Def. of Dlfc. on Rom. Idolatry. 

Beco ming, partieip. adj. [irom become. ] That which pleafes 
by an elegant propriety ; graceful. It is fometimes ufed with 
the particle of ; but generally without any government of the 
following words. 

Of thee, kind boy, I a(k no red and white 
To make up my delight, 

No odd becoming graces. 

Black eyes, or little know not what, in faces. Suckling. 
Their difeourfes are fuch as belong to their age, their call- 
ing, and their breeding ; fuch as are becoming of them, and of 
them only. Dryd. Fables , Preface. 

Y ct fome becoming boldncfs I may ufe ; 

I’ve well deferv’d, nor will he now refufe. Dryd. Aurengz. 
Make their pupils repeat the action, that they may corredl 
what is conftrained in it, till it be perfedted into an habitual 
and becoming eafinefs. Locke. 

Beco ming. n.J. [from become.] Behaviour: a word not now 
in ufe. 

Sir, forgive me, 

Since my becomings kill me, when they do not 

Eye well to you. Shakefp. Antony and Cleopatra. 

Beco'minglv. adv. [ from becoming . ] After a becoming or pro- 
per manner. 

Beco'mingness. n.f [from becoming. See To Become.] De- 
cency ; elegant congruity ; propriety. 

Nor is the majefty of the divine government greater in its 
extent, than the becomingncfs hereof is in its manner and form. 

Crew's Cofmologia Sacra, b. iii. c. i. 

BED. n.f. [beb, Sax.] 

1. Something made to fleep on. 

Lying not eredl, but hollow, which is in the making of the 
bed-, or with the legs gathered up, which is in the poliure of 
the body, is the more wholfomc. Bacon's Nat. Hijl. N* 738. 

Rigour now is gone to bed , 

And advice with fcrupulous head. Milton. 

Thofc houfes then were caves, or homely fheds, 

With twining oziers fenc’d, and mofs their beds. Drydcn. 

2. Lodging; the convenience of a place to deep in. 

On my knees I beg. 

That you’ll vouchfafe me, raiment, bed, and food. 

Shakefp. King Lear. 

3. Marriage. 

George, the elded fon of this fecond bed, was, after the 
death of his father, by the fmgular care and affedtion of his 
mother, well brought up. Clarendon. 

4. Bank of earth raifed in a garden. 

Herbs will be tenderer and fairer, if you take them out of 
beds, when they are newly come up, and remove them into 
pots, with better earth. Bacon's Nat. Hijl. N° 459. 

5. The channel of a river, or any hollow. 

So high as heav’d the tumid hills, fo low 
Down funk a hollow bottom, broad, and deep. 

Capacious bed of waters. Milt. Par. Lojl , b. vii. /. 288. 
The great magazine for all kinds of treafure is fuppofed to be 
the bed of the Tiber. We may be fure, when the Romans lay 
under the apprehenfions of feeing their city facked by a barba- 
rous enemy, that they would take care to beftow fuch of their 
riches that way, as could bell bear the water. Addifon. 

6. The place where any thing is generated, or repofited. 

See hoary Albula’s infedled tide 
O’er the warm bed of fmoaking fulphur glide. Addifon. 

7. A layer ; a flratum ; a body Ipread over another. 

I fee no reafon, but the furface of the land (hould be as re- 
gular as that of the water, in the firft production of it ; and 
the ftrata, or beds within, lie as even. Burnet's Theory. 

8. To bring to Bed. To deliver of a child. It is often ufed 
with the particle of ; as, Jhe was brought to bed of a daughter. 

Ten months after Elorimel happen’d to wed. 

And was brought in a laudable manner to bed. Prior. 

9. To make the Bed. To put the bed in order after it has been 
ufed. 

I keep his houfe,and I wafh, wring, brew, bake, fcour, drefs 
meat, and make the beds, and do all myfe.f. 

Shakefp. Merry Wives of TVindfor. 

Bed of a Mortar, [with gunners.] A foiid piece of oak hol- 
lowed in the middle, to receive the breech and half the trun- 
nions. Di£f. 

Bed of a great gun. That thick plank which lies immediately 
under the piece, being;, as it were, the body of the car- 
riage. Diel. 

To Bed. v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To go to bed with. 

They have married me : 

I’ll to the Tufcan wars, and never bed her. 

Shakefp. Alls well that ends well. 


BED 

2. To be placed in bed. 

She was publicity contracted, dated as a bride, and fole-rmi ■ 
bedded’, and, after ihe was laid, Maximilian’s ambafiadour n .?r 
his leg, ftnpt naked to the knee, between thcefpoufal (beets 

3. To be made partaker of the bed. ^’ >y V]f. 

'There was a doubt ripped up, whether Arthur was bedd l 
with his lady. Bacon'j Henry \ 

4. i o low, or plant in earth. 

Lay the turf with the grafs-fide downward, upon which lav 
fome of your belt mould to bed your quick in, and lay V our 

quick upon it Mortimer's Husbandry. 

5* ^ ° lay in a place of reft, or fecurity. J 

Let coarfc bold hands, from (limy neft, 

The bedded fifh in banks outwreft. Donne 

A fnake bedded himfelf under the thrdhold of a country' 

, “ . . . A L'Eftrange's Fables. 

o. 1 o lay in order ; in ftrata. 

And as the fleeping foldiers in th’ alarm, 

Your bedded hairs, like life in excrements. 

Start up, and Band on end. Shakefp. Hamlet. 

To Bed. v. n. To cohabit. 

If he be married, and bed with his wife, and afterwards re- 
lapfe, he may poflibly fancy that Ihe infected him. 

Wifeman's Surgery. 

To Beda'bble. v.a. [from dabble.] To wet; to bcfprinkle. 
It is generally applied to perfons, in a fenfe including inconve- 
nience. 

Never fo weary, never fo in woe. 

Bedabbled with the dew, and torn with briars, 

I can no further crawl, no further go. 

Shakefp. Midjummer Night's Dream. 
To Beda'ggle. v. a. [from daggle .] To bemire; to foil 
cloaths, by letting them reach the dirt in walking. 

To Bf.da'sh. v.a. [ from dajb). ] To bemire by throwing dirt ; 
to befpatter ; to wet with throwing water. 

When thy warlike father, like a child, 

T old the fad (lory of my father’s death. 

That all the (landers by had wet their cheeks. 

Like trees bedajh'd with rain. Shakefp. Richard III. 

To Beda'we. v. a. [from dazvb.] Todawbover; to befmear; 
to foil, with fpreading any vifeous body over it. 

A piteous coarfe, a bloody piteous coarfe, 

Pale, pale as a(hes, all bedawb'd in blood. 

All in gore blood. Shakefp. Romeo and Juliet. 

To Beda'zzle. v. a. [from dazzle.] To make the fight dim 
by too much luftre. 

My miftaken eyes. 

That have been fo bedazzled by the fun, 

That every thing I look on feemeth green. 

Shake/p. Taming of the Shrew. 
Bedcha'mber. n.f. [from bed and chamber.] The chamber 
appropriated to reft. 

They were brought to the king, abiding then in his bed- 
chamber. Haywm’d. 

He was now one of the bedchamber to the prince. Clarendon. 
Bedclo'aths. n.f. [from bed and deaths. It has no fmgular.] 
Coverlets fpread over a bed. 

For he will be fwine drunk, and, in his fleep, he does little 
harm, fave to his beddoaths about him. 

Shakefp. Alt' s well that ends well. 
Be'dder. \ n -f [from bed. J The nether-ftone of an oil- 
Bede'tter. J mill. Did. 

Be'dding. n.f. [from bed.] The materials of abed; abed. 
There be no inns where meet bedding may be had ; fo that 
his mantle ferves him then for a bed. Spenfer's Ireland. 

Firft, with afliduous care from winter keep. 

Well fother’d in the (tails, thy tender (heep ; 

Then fpread with draw the bedding of thy fold, 

With fern beneath, to fend the bitter cold. Dryd. Georg. 

Arcite return’d, and, as in honour ty’d. 

His foe with bedding, and with food fupply’d. Drydert. 

To Bede'ck. v.a. [from deck.] To deck; to adorn ; to grace. 
Thou (ham’ft thy ftmpe, thy love, thy wit, 

And ufcft none in that true ufe indeed, 

'Which (hould bedeck thy (hape, thy love, thy wit. 

Shakejp. Romeo and Juliet. 

Female it feems, 

That fo bedeck'd, ornate, and gay. 

Comes this way. Milton s Samf Agonijlcs, l. 7 10, 

With ornamental drops bedeck'd I flood. 

And writ my vidlory with my enemy’s blood. Aorrts. 

Now Ceres, in her prime. 

Smiles fertile, and with ruddied freight bedeckt. Philips. 
Be'dehouse. n. f [from bebe. Sax. a prayer, and hossfe.] An 
hofpital or almshoufc, where the poor people prayed fur their 
founders and benefactors. 

Bede'tter. See Bedder. 

To Bede'w. v.a. [from dew.] To moiften gently, as with tho 
fall of dew. 

Bedew her pafture’s grafs with faithful Englifii blood. 

bbakefp. Richard II. 

Let 
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Let-all the tears that (hould bedeiu my herfe, ’ 

Be drops of balm to fandlify thy head. Shakefp. Hen. IV . 

The countefs received a letter from him, whereunto all the 

while /he was writing her anfvver, (he bedewed the paper with 

l ..... TVotton. 

her tears. 

What (lender youth, bedeiv'd with liquid odours, 

Courts thee on rofes, in fome pleafant cave ? Mdton. 

Balm from a filver box diddl'd around. 

Shall all bedew the roots, and feent the facred ground. Dryd. 

He faid : and falling tears his face bedeiu. Dryd. AJrieid. 

Be'dfellow. n.f. [from bed and fellow.] One that lies in the 
fame bed. 

He loves your people. 

But tie him not to be their bedfellow. Shakefp. Coriolanus. 
Mifcry acquaints a man with ilrange bedfellows. 

Shakefp. Tempejl. 

And how doth my coufm, your bedfellow ? 

And your faired daughter, and mine ? Shakefp. Henry IV. 

Why doth the crown lie there upon his pillow, 

Bcir.z fo troublcfom a bedfellow ? Shakejp. Henry IV. 

A man would as foon choofe him for his bedfellow as his play- 
fellow. L'Ejlrangc. 

What charming bedfellows, and companions for life, men 
choofe out of fuch women? Addifon. Guardian, N° 120. 

To Bedi'ght. v.a. [from dight.] To adorn; to drefs; to 
fet oft'. 

A maiden fine bedight he hapt to love ; 

The maiden fine bedight his love retains, 

And for the village he forfakes the plains. Gay. 

To Bedim, v.a. [from dim.] To make dim; toobfeure; to 
cloud; to darken. 

I have bedimmd 

The noontide fun, call’d forth the mutinous winds. 

And ’twixt the green fea and the azur’d vault 

Set roaring war. • Shakefp. Tempejl. 

To Bedi'zen. v.a. [from diooen.] To drefs out. 

BEDLAM, n.f. [corrupted from Bethlehem/ the name of a reli- 
gious houfe in London, converted afterwards into an hofpital 
for the mad and lunatick.] 

1. A madhoufe; a place appointed for the cure of lunacy. 

2. A madman ; a lunatick. 

Let’s follow the old earl, and get the bedlam 
To lead him where he would ; his roguifh madnefs 
Allows itfelf to any thing. Shakefp. King Lear. 

Be'dlam. adj. [from die noun.] Belonging to a madhoufe; 
fit for a madhoufe. 

The country gives me proof and precedent 
Of bedlam beggars, who, with roaring voices. 

Strike in their numb’d and mortify’d bare arms. 

Pins, wooden pricks. Shakefp. King Lear. 

Bedlamite, n.f. [from bedlam.] An inhabitant of Bedlam; 
a madman. 

It wild ambition in thy bofom reign, 

Alas ! thou bond ft thy fober fenle in vain ; 

In thefe poor bedlamites thyfelf furvey. Lnvis's Mi feel. 

Be dmaker. n.J. [irom bed and make] A perfon in the uni- 
vcrfities, whole office it is to make the beds, and clean the 
chambers. 

I was deeply in love with my bedmaker, upon which I was 
rufticated for ever Spectator, N ,J 50X. 

Be dmate. n.f. [from bed and mate.] A bedfellow ; one that 
partakes of the fame bed. 

Had I fo good occafion to lie long 
As you, prince Paris, nought but heav’nly bufinefs 
Should rob my bedmate of my company. Shak. Tr. and CrefT. 

Be dmoulding. 1 n . f. [from Wand mould.] A term 

Bedding moulding. \ ufed by workmen, to fignify thofe 
members in the cornice, which are placed below the coronet. 

’fed J* 

Be ’~ 

0 Bedraggle, v.a. [from be and dr a die 1 To foi/the 
cloaths, by differing them, in walking, to reach the dirt. 
j, \°° T f a «y Blount, no more be feen 
fSedragg.ed in my walks fo green. e 

«T.o r ° *■** * 

It ;< r Fa u 0fi f ? m the mind of Bolingbroke 
Tht’f ? Cnmf ? n tem P cft ftould bedrench 

he frdh green lap of fair king Richard’s land. 

Be'drid . adi Tram Wan I -/n Shakejp. King Riclmrd III. 
or fickneff J ride ^ Conhned to the bed by age 

Wh^; 0 ^ 37 ’ Und f,° f y° u "g Fontinbras, 

& 3 fcarcely hears 

Void i nCpheW S pi,r P° lc - Shakefp. Hamlet. 


Lies he not bedrid? and, again, does n<*t.ung, . ^ 

But what he did being childifti ? Shakejp. IV t Met j a e. 

Now, as a myriad 

Of ants durft th’ emperor’s lov’d fnake invade : 

The crawling galleys, feagulls, finny chips, t 

Might brave our pinnaces, our bedrid (hips. Donne : 

Hanging old men, who were bedrid, becaufie they would not 
difeover where their money was. Clarendon , b . viii. 

Infirm perfons, when they come to be fo weak as to be fixed 
to their beds, hold out many years ; fome have lain bedrid 

twenty years. Ray. 

Be'drite. n.f. [from bed and rite.] The privilege of the mar- 
riage bed. 

Whofe vows are, that no bednte (hall be paid 
Till Hymen’s torch be lighted. Shakefp. Tempejl. 

To Bedro'p. v. a. [from be and drop.] To befprinkle; to 
mark with fpots or drops ; to fpcckle. 

Not fo thick fwarm’d once the foil 
Ecdrop'd with blood of Gorgon. Milt. Par. Lojl , b. x. 1 . 5 27. 

Our plenteous dreams a various race f 'upply ; 

The filver eel in (hining volumes roll’d. 

The yellow carp, in lcales bedrop'd with gold. Pope's TV. For. 

Be'dstead. n. J'. [from bed and Jlead.] The frame on which 
the bed is placed. 

Chimnies widifeorn rejecting fmoak ; 

Stools, tables, chairs, and bcdjleads broke. Swifl. 

Be'dstraw. n.f. [from bed and Jtraw.] The draw laid un- 
der a bed to make it (oft. 

Fleas breed principally of draw or mats, where there hath 
been a little moifturc ; or the chamber or bedflruw kept clofe, 
and not aired. Bacon's Nat. Hijl. N° 696. 

Bedswe'rver. n.f. [from bed and Jwerve.] One that is falfe 
to the bed ; one that ranges or fwerves from one bed to an- 
other. 

She’s a bedfweruer, even as bad as thofe, 

That vulgars' give bold’ft titles to. Shakefp. Winter's Tale. 

Be'dtime. n.f. [from bed and time.] The hour of reft; fleep- 
ing time. 

What mafks, what dances (hall we have. 

To wear away this long age of three hours. 

Between our after-fupper and bedtime ? 

Shakefp. Midfummer Night's Dream : 
After evening repafts, till bedtime , their thoughts will be bed 
taken up in the eafy grounds of religion. Milt, on Education. 

The fcouring drunkard, if he does not figlit 
Before his bedtime, takes no reft that night. Dryden’s Juv. 

1 0 Bedu'ng. v. a. [from be and dung . ] To cover, ormanure 
with dung. 

To Bedu'st. v.a. [from be and dttjl.] To fprinkle with duft. 

Be dward. adv. [from bed and ward.] Toward bed. 

In heart 

As merry, as when our nuptial day was done. 

And tapers burnt to bedward. ' Shakefp. Coriolanus. 

To Bedwa'rf. v.a. [from be and dwarf] To make little j 
to hinder in growth ; to Hunt. 

’ I is (hrinking, not clofe weaving, that hath thus 
; Bi mind and body both bedwurfed us. Donne. 

Be'dwork. n.f. [from bed and work ] Work done in bed • 
work performed without toil of the hands. 

T lie dill and mental parts. 

That do contrive how many hands (hall ftrike. 

When fulnefe call them on, and know, by meafurc 
G( their obfervant toil, the enemy’s weight ; 

VV hy this hath not a finger’s dignity, 

1 hey call this bedwork, mapp’ry, clofet war. 

BEE. n.f. [beo, Saxon.] ^ JP ' *** Cre & da ' 

J *aId h art anilhaltKat h ° ne> '’ remarkabIe for its induftry 

So work the honey bees. 

Creatures that, by a ruling nature, teach 
I he art of order to a peopled kingdom. Shakefp. Hen. V. 

B rom the Moorifh camp. 

There has been heard a diftant humming noife. 

Like bees difturb d, and arming in their hives. Drvden 
A companyof poor infeds, whereof fome are bees, delih - 

^‘oVeS^b^ fWCCtndSi otbers hectics, ddighted 

* m Th “ ^ 

Eee-eater. n.f. [from bee and eat.] A bird that feeds upon 

Bee-flower, n.f. [f rom bee and /lower. 1 A fnecies nf r r 

SS ■ whid > *r kt/SotL 0 1 

’“A."' ^ 

A convenient and neceffiarv place ouohr ra l , , . 

of, for your apiary, or bee-garden. 

Eee-maste*. n.f. [fromtomd wyfcr.J OnEihatkccpsb.es. 


